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Governor Camp s

Jiirst Message to the
General Assembly

of Ohio.

The New Executive Dis-

cusses Many Inter-
esting Topics,

Among Which are the Following: The
i Election Laws, Ballot Reform,

j Homo Rule, the Intermediate
Penitentiary, Caro of the

diots, Uniform Com-
merce Law, For-

estry, Etc.

SCb the Otneral Aitemlly:
It Is assumed that tlic Governor, In

his annual message accurately Informed you
or tho financial condition ot tho State; and, In
other respects, lully discharged his constitu-
tional obligations. Tho duty Involving on tho

Governor, therefore, Is to supple-
ment tho annual message by such suggestion
as may, to him, seem pertinent.

home nui.i:.
In compllanco with this duty your attention

is directed to various laws, passed In recent
yosrs, enlarging tho authority of tho chief ex-

ecutive He has been empowered thereby to
appoint boards which control, to a largo ex-
tent, the government and expenditures of cer-
tain cities. This was deemed so clour a viola-
tion of tho right of that ono of
tho political parties embodied In Its last plat-
form Iho following declarations: "We demand
the enactment ot laws that wilt onablo our
cities to choose their own servants, and control
their own nltalrs." Tlio people ot Ohio, at tho
euhscquatit olcctlon, approved that sentiment.
It Is tho duty of tho General Assembly to obey
their mandate, and to rostoro home rule to nil
cities as speedily as may be dono without hasty
or Inconsiderate legislation. It Is not neces-
sary to recite tho many cogent reasons which
prompted tho poople to this action. It Is suM-clc-

to know that they have so decreed.
TIIE CITY OF CINCINNATI,

Tho perplexing problem confronting you Is to
decide what form of government to substltuto
In tho city of Cincinnati for that now enforced,
which, has proven faulty In mnny respects other
thanthoso arising from gubernatorial Interfer-
ence. In that city exist endless divisions of au-

thority, and consequent lack of responsibility,
resulting, naturnlly.ln extravagant and Incomp-
etent rule. Apparently no attempt has been
made to construct a homogeneous form of gov-
ernment. Offices and boards have been created
by patchwork, from year to year, until they

more than a scoro ot Independent de-
partments. They are appointed nt
b-- tho mayor, tho Governor, the various courts,
or by council This lack of system has unavoid-
ably lead to confusion and mismanagement. In
justice to the peoplo of that city, us well as in
furtherance of sound polltlcnl principles, you
should carefully consider, mature and formulato
a charter which will give them an opportunity
to manago their nltalrs thiough officers chosen
solely by themselves. It may not bo convenient,
or even possible, to operate an entirely new
form of government thero until tho April clec
tlon of 1891; but In event ot such delay, prompt
action should bo taken to correct the grosser
defects of the existing government. Some

changos arc absolutely needed and tho
following nio cited as Instances: Tho board of
equalization, a body liable to scandal and cor-
ruption, should be abolished, and In
such a manner as to Invito and deserve public
confidence. Tho board ot work house dlicctors,
heretofore accused ot icleaslng prisoners from
Improper mutlves, can be spared without injury,
and Its duties added to the polico commission.
Tho discharge of work house prisoners before
tho termination of their sentences should be
prohibited unless Mich reloaso be approved by
tho judge and prosecuting attorney uf the po-

lice court.
Tho Hoard of Public Aflnlrs, now an appoint-Iv- o

board, should be so constituted that, here-nftc- r,

ono member can be elected by tho peoplo
every year. Tho membership of tho Hoard ot
Revision should bo radically changed, and a

board of high character substi-
tuted. With tho foregoing Improvements, nnd
such others as your wisdom may suggest for
present nctton, the city of Cincinnati might gut
along passably well until a comprehensive re-

vision of the laws can be adopted.
Two plans of reorganization meotwlth moro

or less favor among the peoplo of that city and
both should bo thoroughly studied and digested
beforo you take the f nil action.

There is but llttlo doubt that, under tho quick-
ened public spirit aroused by existing condi-
tions, tho peoplo of Cincinnati would rlso to tho
occasion, and govern themselves In a better and
moro honest manner than can possibly be at-
tained by tbo interferenco of any outside
authority, however conscientiously exercised.
It Is worth a trial to give them control of their
municipal affairs. Not to do so is to confess
that local is a failure.

OTHER CITIES.
Whllo considering what ought to ho dono tor

thatclty, you should investigate the wholo sub-
ject of municipal reform, with a viow of con-
ferring upon other cities of the Stato such
changes as may bo salutary. It Is your duty to
afford speedy relief to those which arc subject,
In any respect, to gubernatorial control

ELECTION LAWS.
It Is woll to remember that no reform In gov

eminent, munlcpal or otherwise can be success-
ful unless every olector Is secured a freo, se-

cret, untrammelcd and unpurchased ballot
which shall bo honestly counted and retumed.
Improvements have been made In our election
laws during tho Inst few years, yet all ot tbo
loglslatlon upon that subject has not been

Tho establishment of
election boards was a step In tho right ducc-tlon- ;

but depriving them ot the right to ap-

point their clerks was a step In tho wrong di-

rection, Tlicro has been niso somo obvious
omissions to Improve the election laws for in-

stance, tbo falluto to provldo that the two
clerks of olcctlon, In each voting precinct must
bo of opposite political, affiliations. Nothing
that has proven beneficial should bo undone,
but additional cnactmonts aro needed, Our
election laws aro far from perfect, and those
who profess to believe that they aro not capa-
ble of nmondment haro failed to study tbo
great reforms made In other States.

BALLOT ncroitM.
The systom of ballot reform commonly called

the "Australian System," bus been successfully
adopted, In varying forms, by eighty-ilv- o

millions of people. Jt has been
tried five years In Norway, seven In En-
gland and Italy, twslve In Ilolglum, fourteen In
Canada and thirty In Australia. It has been
odoptod, with sundry modifications. In Massa-
chusetts, Rhode lland.Indlaim, Wisconsin, l.

Tcnncssce.Mlssourl, Montana, Michigan,
Connecticut and part ot Kentucky. Ono of the
most thorough trials of the system was at tharo-cen- t

olectlon In Massachusetts. The late Gov-
ernor of that State tcstllles In print that "No
ono would seriously consider tho icpoal of this
cleotlon law and consequent return to tho old
elootloti methods. Men of all shado of polltlcnl
opinion ngreo that the ineasuro has worked
woll, and that Ills u permanent part of thostnt-ute- s

o( Massachusetts, lu Its main principles,
Hlsboyond criticism." Tho United States
Marshal, belonging to n political parly In oppo.
eltlon to tbo Governor, has written
tho following l "Iitt mo suy that tbo

systom Is most admirable In Its worKlngi
Thero Is no moro bulldozing by our mnnufao-turor- s.

Thoy can not tnnrch their men to tho
polls under n foreman nnd vote them nil for ono
ticket. It docs nwny with ovorythlng that
inakos politics disreputable." Thus It will bo
soon that tho great political parties, or nt least
such elements In them ns look for purity nnd
reform, nro fully satisfied with elections under
this plan, Tho cnrdlnal fenturos of tho sys-
tom aro: (1) All ballots must bo printed nnd
distributed nt tho public expense ; (2) tho
namos of all candidates for tho sumo office
must bo printed nn tho snun ballot ; (3) the ballot
must bo delivered to tho voter within tho poll-
ing plnco by sworn officers; (I) only ballots so
delivered can bo voted; (5) tho voter Is guaran-
teed ubsoluto privacy In preparing his ballot;
and (0) Its secrecy is mndo rompulsory, Tho
foregoing requirements nro modified and altered
In dotnll to suit tho vlows of tho various
Stntos and Nations which hnvo adopted
them, but tho principles hero laid down consti-
tute the salient points of ndvantngo over other
forms of olectlon, You nro recommended to
Invostlgnto this system, nnd to lntrodtico It by
propor legislation. Tho details nro loft to your
judgment and experience. Tho reasons for
bucIi nctlon need not bo enlarged upon hero.
It Js patent to any ono that when tho voter
must rellro to ubsoluto privacy In order to pre-par- o

bis ballot thero Is no object in bribing him,
because Iho bribery falls. Equally frultloss
would bo tho attempted Intimidation by em-
ployers, or political bullies, or any of tho
craftier forms of coercion.

In answer to tho principal objection mado
against tho system that It might disfranchise
Illiterate voters-- It may bo said that provision
can bo mado for such voter to select one of tho
ballot clerks to retlro with him under sevcro
penalties against divulging what may pass be-

tween them. The ballot olerks Imvo no moro
temptation to net falsely than havo tho regis-
trars and judges. Anothor means of accom-
plishing tho same result Is to permit the prepar-
ation beforo hand by tha voter, through somo
trusted friend, or a ballot Imitating tho ofllclal
ballot except In color. Tho Illiterate voter can
tako th prepared ballot Into tho booth and
there copy Its markings on tho official ballot
This shields him from tho discovery of his Illit-
eracy, spares him humiliation, and prevents hts
possible disfranchisement. It has also been
urged that it is too tedious fortho elector to mark
the naino ot each candidate for whom ho desires
to vote. To obviate this dlfllculty ballots aro
sometimes so printed that every regularly nom-
inated ticket stands by Itself on the ballot, and
can be voted as a whole by merely making ono
cross mark opposlto tho caption of said tlckot.
This docs not encourago Indopcndenco In vot-
ing, but disposes of the fallacious chargo that

otlng under this systom Is too troublesome. It
may be added that thero Is yet ono evil that re-
mains uncorrected by this reform. It termln-nte- s

diitct bribery that Is, tho purchaso of
persons who sell their v otcs or intluence but It
does not check tho practice of paying men for
otlng tho ticket ot that party to which they

nominally belong. There aro electors who
would not voto against their supposed princi-
ples, yet seldom voto for them unless paid.
They resort to somo subterfuge, such ns de-
manding payment for a dnys worlt; or other
equally bald pretext for obtaining money.
Such oters can bo trusted to rctiro In privacy
and mark tho names ot tho candidates for whom
they are thus paid to voto. Consequently
this species of Indirect brlb"erv Is not pre-
vented by secret ollng. It Is difficult to know
justhow to roch It. Possibly, when publlcsen-tlmcn- t

becomes sufficiently educated, a compul-
sory election law. with severe penalties, mny bo
enforced. It Is believed, however, lhat tho at-

tempt to rnnct such n law would now prove fu-
tile, owing to the wont ot preparation In tho
public mind, without which no effective legisla-
tion can bo secured.

ELECTORAL MACHINERY.
Tho subject of Improvement In electoral mn.

chlncry naturally follows what has just been
said. At present tho Governor appoints
the boards of election In all cities having over
nine thousand peoplo by tho lnstcensu3. This
Is not only subversive of local
but In the hands of an unscrupulous man would
lead to flagrant abuses. Popular will can oaslly
bo thwai ted when machinery controlling elec-
tions among tho population Is In tho
absolute power of one ofllclal. The manner m
which this violation ot democratic govcrnmont
grow up Is Instructive, as showing how rapidly
power Increases when concentrated In a slnglo
band It aioso lu tho legislation designed for
tho pretention of frauds similar to thoso com-
mitted In tho elections or IS3I and 135" In tho
city of Cincinnati. Empowering tho Governor
to appoint an election board was a temporary
expedient to tide over the emergency In that
city. II was not Intended by tho framcrs ot
tha law that extraordinary power should bo
permanently vested In the Governor. They In-

tended subsequently to frnmo an election codo
which should provldo for Slate, county and city
boards, of which tho State board alono might
bo appointed by the Governor. Undoubtedly
somo such system ought to bo adopted whereby
boards, which aro actually should
bo created for Slate, county nnd city purposes:
but tho Governor should appoint tho
Stato board only; and tho membsrs
ot that board might, if they deemed proper,
bo selected by him In equal numbers through
lists furnished by leading political parties.
Such a board would bo In fact as
well as In name. It Is believed by somo good
lawyors that a plan may bo devised for cities
wheroby the people can elect ono-hal- f tho mem-
bers of the boards, and tho mayor bo compelled
to select tho other half In such a manner that
tho membership would bo equally divided be-
tween political parties. Indeed, such a sys-
tem, ir not In conflict with tho constitution,
might advantageously bo applied to tho crea-
tion of Stato and county boards, permitting tho
Governor to appoint one-hai- r tho members of
tho State board, and some sultublo authority
appoint half tho members of tho county
boards. Whstover plan you adopt lot It be your
aim, whllo giving tho peoplo nctual
boards, also to permit thorn to havo a direct
part In choosing election ofttclals.

TUB ORPHANS' HOME.
Tho Soldiers' and Sailors' Orphans'

Homo has recently Buffered a sevcro visitation
of diseases resulting from defectlro snnltary
conditions. Searching Investigation should bo
mado for tho causo thereof. A special
committee composed of experts, ought
to visit tho Homo at an early day.
The appointment of such committee does not
necessarily reflect upon tho trustees or officors
of tho Homo, for tho troublo may arlso from
causes beyond the Ir control. Tho matter Is too
serious to excuse tho slightest neglect or do-la-

Tho State has no trust more sacrod than
tho care of theso orplmns, nnd nothing should
be loft undono to cherish and rear them In
health and com Tort.

SOLDIERS' HOME.
The Soldlors' and Sailors' Homo Is unablo to

tako proper caro or Inmates who become In-
sane, no provision having beon mado for tho
nursing and management of such cases. If au-

thority wero granted by law to removo Insano
Inmatos of that institution to the Toledo Asy-
lum there In bo maintained at a fixed sum per
annum, to be paid by tho Soldiers' and Sailors'
Home, then one-hal- f of tho cxponse would bo
reimbursed to the Stato by tho Federal Gov-
ernment. No provision Is mndo at the Sol-
diers' Homo for employing tho minds or In-

mates, and in appropriation as liberal as the
financial condition of the State will bear,
should bo made for a ohapel, an amusoment
hall aud a library.

INTERMEDIATE PENITENTIARY. ""
Owing to tho Inadequate appropriations, part-

ly caused by tho Indifference of tho last Gener-
al Assembly, little progress has beon mado
upon the Intermediate penitentiary. Speedy
completion of a portion of that Institution, so
that It might be used to n limited extent, would
Inaugurate needed reforms lit ndmlnlsterlngour
penal laws. Tho clan of convicts intended for
that placo aro dally glowing less reclalmnblo
by reason ot their present Inylronment, Tho
sooner they aro removed from tbo penitentiary
to the Intermediate tho better it will bo for
them and foi society In general. Ono wing of
the building should be finished nnd occupied bt
onco, so that tho labor of tho convicts could bo
utilized In completing tho whole. This latter
suggestion emanates Irom

Till' BOARD Of STATE CHARITIES.

In this connection It Is propor to say that tho
Ilourd of Stato Charities litis accomplished In
the way of hmnnnltarlanlam nil that its slender
pecuniary allowance permitted, Tho board
complains, In Ilk recent annual report that "it
has been badly crippled by want of sufficient

appropriations for tho full and offlclont
of duties Imposed upon It by law " nnd

adds vory naturally, that "If tho board Is to bo
continued It should bo properly supportod."
Tho report nhovo referred to contains much
vnlunb.o Information, nnd mnny practical sug-
gestions In regard to tho abandonment of out-

door roller to paupers; tho separation nnd em-
ployment ot poisons confined tn Jails; and tho
llfo Imprisonment ot thoso Incorrlglblo ond pro-
fessional criminals termed "recidivists," who
havo boon repeatedly convicted. Attention
could profitably bo given to that portion of tho
samo report dovotcd to

CLASSES OP INSANE.
If special provision wcro made at tho Central

Asylum fortho accommodation of Insano crlm-- ,
lnnls It would relievo tho Penitentiary of n
duty, which, from necessity, Is Imperfectly dis-
charged. Such criminals, togother with Insano
persons whoso mania tends to crime, who havo
not yet beon convicted tho re of, should bo con-
fined to n building soparato from every other,
and erected for that purpose. Similar soparato
buildings ought to be provided for tho epileptic
Insane. Their complete Isolation from all other
Insano Is demanded by humanity nnd upprovod
by universal oxperlcnco. This Is especially
urged by tho Hoard of Stato Charities on ac-

count ot tho dangerous character ot thoso un-

fortunates; ns, alio, on account of their dam-
aging Influence over other Insane. Thoy could
bo woll enred for In this way at n less cost than
by tho present method and economy unltos
with duty in calling for a change. Tho Hoard
nlso strenuously Insist upon the

CUSTODIAL CARE OF IDIOTS.
Their argument seems unanswoiable.

youths ere taken caro ot at tho Institu-
tion tor that purpose but adult Imbeciles aro
permitted tj bo at lnrgo. They aro round In
nearly every county lntlrmary. Restraint
shou'd bo put upen them by tho State, especi-
ally upon tho females, in order that tho In-

crease In their number may be limited, Uesides
much better and moro hurnano caro could bo
taken of them, and, by systematlo and Intelli-
gent teaching, they might become partially

ELECTRIClTT.
Tho npillcatlon of electricity Is rapidly opon-in- g

new fields of legislation. Unless something
bo deno to present the sacrifice ot life dally re-

sulting from defective electric wires, tho com-
panies which put up and control them will havo
grown so rich and powerful that tho passago
and enforcementot proper laws will be difficult.
Municipalities havo attempted to enforce regu-
lations for protection from such dangers, but
without satisfactory result-- Tho duty of Inves-
tigating the generation and distribution of elec-
trical currents is ono which presses upon you.
Tho Investigation should bo prompt and thor-
ough; the result thereof mado public, and such
action taken as may, in your judgment, throttle
this evil In Its Infancy.

DECENNIAL APPRAISEMENT.
Tho decennial appraisement ot real estate

will tako place during this year. Your attention
Is called to the necessity for procuring a better
end mors uniform valuation upon both real
nnd personal property. The subject Is one
which demands consideration not only as a
matter of lncomo to the Stato, but because of
Injustice dono citizens whoso property Is dis-
proportionately assessed. The financial condi-
tion of the State, and common fairness combine
in demand'ng a careful revision and equaliza-
tion ot assessments; and It Is hoped you may
devlso somo legislation which will effect this
Inudablc result-- Tho necessity for such action
Is too obvious to need comment.

CHEAPER SCHOOL BOOKS.
Popular education is tho foundation of freo-do-

and prosperity. Knowledge, being power,
should be furnished nt tho lowest possible cost.
Tho State builds school houses, provides
teachers and controls every dotall of education
save tho furnishing of books. Is there any
sound reason why It should not assume this
function also? Recent experlenco in the Stato
ot Indiana shows, ostensibly, that school books,
equal to thoso In use hero, are delivered to the
children ot that Stato at thlrty-flv- o to fifty per
cent, ot their former cost. Other States havo
tr cd tho experiment with apparent succeos. It
seems to bo an assured tact that school books
can bo furnished, either by direct publication
of tho State, or by contract on behalf of the
Stato, at less than presont prices. It Is not
necessary to Inveigh against capital for monopo-
lizing this form of publication. It Is sufficient
to ascertain whethor books can bo furnished
moro cheaply by tho State, without Involving it
in material expenses, or liability. If this can
bo proven, then it becomes your duty to
cheapen school books.

A RULROAD COMMISSIONER.
Tbeofflco of Commissioner ot Railroads and

Telegraphs seems to be moro ornamental than
useful, and It Is difficult to say wherein It has
benefitted tho community. Unless tho placo
bo mado ono of mnro eftlcloncy and power It
might well bo abolished. If Itwero inlondedto
exercise control over tho railroads of tho State;
toxoid In check their encroachments upon tho
public; to Investigate and report the causes of
every accident; and in other ways to regulate
thorn In tho Interests of tho people, such results
could havo been much moro effectively attained
by a Railroad Commission, somewhat similar
to that long since adopted In the State of Illi-
nois. A commission composed of three persons
ought. It judiciously selected, constitute a body
of sufficient lmportanco to successfully Investi-
gate every q aestlon of railroad management ef-

fecting life and traffic. Such a plan Is In the
line of approved administrative methods, pro-
vided there bo any necessity for tho State su-

pervision of railroads.
AGRICULTURAL.

Tho State Board ot Agricultural Is carrying a
total debt of ono hundred and thirty thousand
dollars at six per cent, interest. This includes
what Is called tho "Centennial debt" of SSO.O'JO.
Tho board can not pay such a rate of interest,
nor ought it to do so, Inasmuch ns the credit of
tho State is ultimately responsible for tho pay-
ment ot both principal and interest. Either a
part of tbo debt must bo paid and tho load
which tho Hoard is carrying thereby lightened,
or tho debt refunded nt a lower rate of Interest
Wcro this latter alternative taken, nnd tho debt
placed nt a rato which, comports with tho wealth
of the State, tho Hoard could pay tho annual
interest chargo upon its cntlro indebtedness.
Action should be tnken to save this burden-som- o

sum. in this conncetlpn it might bo in-

quired why tho appropriations for agriculture
have been so meager. The contingent fund has
been cut until the Hoard docs not havo money
sufficient to pay postage nnd expressago upon
lis annual crop reports, andupon other valuable
matter which should be distributed to tho peo-
plo. The people asking for theso publications
are intelligent taxpayers, whose desire should
havo weight with tho General Assembly, In
the matter of agricultural Institutes the appro-
priation was cut down to six hundred dollars:
whereas, Indiana appropriated five thousand,
Minnesota seventy-fiv- e hundred, and Wisconsin
twclvo thousand for that purpose. Ohio in-
augurated this system so successfully that It
traveled Into other States, and it is everywhere
doing effective sen ico for the education of the
agricultural classes. It is hoped that the finan-
cial condition of tho State will permit, and your
good sense advise, tho making ot more liberal
appropriations for the encouragement ot agri-
culture.

FORESTRY.
The subject of forestry is ono of great inter-

est. The Stato Forestry Uurcau, established
in IS? 3, has done valuablo work, but Its mission
Is practically ended. While commending It for
what bus been done In tho past, a different
method Is demanded for tho future. It is
thought by thoso best vorsod In the matter that
tho sum heretofore appropriated for tho For-
estry llureau might be morn judiciously

In endowing n Chair of Forestry, or a
joint Chair of Forestry and Mining, at the
Athens Unlvrrslty, which is located In a sec-
tion where forests aro pecded nnd mining ex-

tensively catiicd on. It Is hnrdly necessary to
say that the (crests of Ohio havo been destroy-
ed, during the last lew years, at a rato exceed-
ing tho destruction ot forests auywhero in the
world, savoln purely lumber-producin- regions;
and thoro Is, In many counties, a smaller per-
centage of forestry lands than In tho most
crowded parts of Europe For this reason tho
cultivation and picscrvatlon ot trees Is a mat-
ter of Importance, and is well worthy your at-
tention

STATE LIBRARY AND MUSEUM.
During tho Sixty-eight- General Assembly a

bill was' Introduced to provide for tho consoli-
dation of tho Stato Library with the property
of tho Ohio Archtuologlcal and Historical So-

ciety. If passed it would lmvo transferred to
tbo State ot Ohio tho valuable records, papers,

library, paintings, relics nnd other proporty ot
tho so:loty, to bo consolidated with tho Stnto
Library under tho namo ot tho Ohio Llbrnrj
nnd Museum, Tho trustees woro to bo empow-
ered to elect n secretary and assistant, who
should occupy tho positions now hold by the
Stuto Librarian and Assistant Librarian. It Is
evident that tho Stato library would becomo
much moro valunblo by tho acquisition of title
collection, nnd that Its management would bo
much better than nt present. Something llko
this ought to ho dono In tho nonr future, provid-
ing, howovcr, that tho Stato Llbrnr.an nnd As-

sistant Librarian in ofltco at tho time Iho act Is
passed, mny remain ns secrolnry and nsslstant
secretary of tho now library and museum until
their terms of ofllco expire.

Mtl.lTIA.
Tho National Gunrd Is required to go Into

camp not to exceed olght days of each year. No
uniform systom has herotcforo been observed.
Sometimes llicy have gono by companies, at
other times by regiments, nnd nt othors by

Last year tho entire guard camped to-

gother. Tho timo occupied In transportation
ot troops, and in preparation for forming nnd
breaking camp, together with tho rovlows and
parades, deprives tho soldlors of any considera-
ble opportunity for Instruction, nnd practically
makes their encampment a holiday show In-

stead of.u military school. Tho cost of main-
taining, transporting, and preserving tents and
other camp equlpugo Is large. The General
Assembly might advantageously provide for
buying or leasing grounds nt an accessible point
near the center ot tho State, nnd erecting there-o- n

a permanent encampment with all suitable
conveniences tor a post or Instruction. Tho
cntlro National Guard could bo required to
camp thero, cither by roglments or brigades,
or ns nn entire body, Tho saving of expense
would, In a few years, pay for tho land and
buildings. It Is likely that, If tho pormancnt
camp wore located near Columbus, or any oth-
er city, the whole cost would bo raised by o

subscription.
UNIFORM COMMERCIAL LAW.

Merchants, manufacturers, bankers and busi-
ness men generally aro deeply interested In
procuring uniform legislation throughout tho
country upon tho subject ot Commercial Law.
Scarcely a dealer In credits Is competent to

upon tho merits of n purchaser outsldo ol
tho Stnto In which ho himself resides. Tho
American Bar Asoclatlon has given much tlmo
and thought to this question. Tho Nutional
Board of Trade has also deliberated upon It.
Theso bodies havo united In an effort to secure
two or more ofllclal representatives from eacb
Stato to meet a committee df tho National
Board ot Trado for the purpose of discussing
nnd advising legislation upon this subject.
Thero Is no doubt that a untrorm codo or mer-
cantile law would bo of advantage to tho busi-
ness Interests of tho country, and It seems
proper, therefore, to authorizo the appointment
of such representatives.

CONCLUSION."
Having recommended for your consideration

sundry propositions involving Increased ex-

penditures, it is propor, before conclusion, to
remind you that tho estimates presented for tho
coming year exceed, in tho aggrcgnto, tho pros-- 1

pcctlvo income ot tho State. Many of thoso es-

timates should bo carefully scrutinized, and
must, of necessity, be reduced when you mako
the appropriations. It is for your wisdom and
expcrlenco to decldo what Items can bo wholly .

spared or safely lessened. Whllo public opinion '

docs not commend a niggardly policy, yet it un-

sparingly condemns wastefulness and extrav
agance. You may proceed with official fuuc-tlo-

in tho certain assurance, that wholesome
economy where needed, and prudent liberality
whero tho honor and welfare of tho Stato are
concerned, will tlnd roady approbation from tho
people. James 11. Campbell.

THE CANAIGRE PLANT.

Its Cultlvnttnn on a Large Scale Con-
templated In Now Mexico.

Tho extensive cultivation of tho ca-

naigro plant, which is found growing
without cultivation or irrigation in
many portions of tho Territory, is con-
templated in this section. Tho tubors
produced by this plant yield a largo per-
centage of tannin, superior to that ex-
tracted from tho hemlock bark, and not
inferior to tho oak bark product. This
plant, liko tho mesquite, thrives in tho
dryest seasons and in soil whero appa-
rently, thero is vory littlo moisture.
Aftor maturity tho tubors dry in tho
ground, and often remain for vcars with-
out decaying. Tho properties of this
plant, like tho soap weed, tho root of
which is used by tho natives instead of
soap, havo beon known to tho natives of
Now Mexico for years. Tho properties of
tho soap weed aro only just beginning to
bo known to Amoricans. Whilo tho
Mexicans havo used tho bruised roots of
this plant for toilet nnd laundry pur-
poses for years without attempting to
got it in a moro convoniont form, enter-
prising Americans havo succeeded in ex-
tracting tho useful part, and a variety
of toilot preparations having tho Mox-ica- n

amolo or soap weed as a basis aro
on tho market.

It took yoars to got tho soap-wee- d into
prominonco, and now tho samo thing is
proposed for tho canaigre plant. Prop
arations aro being mado to organizo

at Doming for tho purposo of
practically demonstrating tho valuo of
this plant as a so urc o for obtaining tan-

nin. Unless this plant can bo utilized
tannorios aro an impossibility in Now
Mexico. Noithor oak, homlock nor
sutnao can bo obtained horo at pricos
which would mako thoir uso for tanning
purposes profltablo. Ilidos avo vory
cheap, and now havo to bo shipped sov-or- al

hundred miles to tanneries. Tho
projectors of tho schomo at Doming aro
confident of success and oxpect to mako
tho onterpriso pay from tho start. I!
tho cultivation of tho canaigro plant can
bo mado successful in any dogroo, and
thero appears to bo no reason why a

plant which grows wild in so many por-
tions of tho Torritory should not thrivo
under cultivation, a now and a vory
profitable industry is opon to tho people
of Now Mexico. Unllko most cultivat-
ed crops, tho canaigro plant noeds no ir-

rigation, and consequently lands which
can not bo irrigated on account of their
location can bo utilized in tho culture
of this plant. Thoro is no dangor ol

for if tho supply should
ovor becomo greater than tho local d

tho tannin can bo easily extracted
from tho tubors and shipped whorovoi
desired. Silvor City (N. M.) Lottor.

This account of a Mississippi ball
appears in a Memphis papor: "Tho ball
given by tho young mon of Ilenoit was
univorsally scored a succoss by all in at-

tendance Tho heavenly spheres shone
forth in thoir transcondent beauty on
this Thursday night, seeming in perfect
harmony with tho brilliancy of the
ovont, and through mud and miro from
Groonvillo to Roscdalo tho cromo do la
cromo of tho Mississippi Delta camo to
participate in tho torpslchoroan foto."

Served Him Hight. Mr. Layman
Soo horo, doctor, you said thoro wasn't
any such dlsoaso as hydrophobia. Dr
Schmorz (emphatically) No, sir, there
is not. Mr. Layman Hut old Grubbs
got it all tho samo, and last night he
died. Dr. Schmorc (modltatlvoly)
Woll, a man who goes and catches dis-

eases that "don't exist ought to dlo.
Puck.

STATE NEWS ITEMS.
Sixty-Nint- h General AsMimhly.

Columiius, Jim, 8 Senate. Mr. Donovan's
Houso bill, unking nn appropriation of ff.T0.C0

for tho pny of members of tho General Asscm
lily, was passed, Mr. Wilson (offered n joint
icsolullnn leqiicsllng tho President of tho Son-nt-

to notify tho Senate nnd House nt what
tlmo It will bo most convcnlont for him to opon
nnd publish tho returns of tho election for Stnto
officers. Tabled under notlco of Van Clour to
ilKcuss, Tho Senato then proceeded to tho
IIouso to meet In joint convention to count tho
otcs cast for Stato officers.
llotist: A resolution to tho memory of Frank

W, Knapp was adopted, and comtnlt'ccs
to nttond tho funornl. Mr. Knapp rep-

resented Dollanco nnd Paulding Counties In tho
IIouso Tho voto for Stato officers was canvass-
ed by tho IIouso and Senate lu joint scnslon.
Tho canvass makes tho majority of Lieutenant-Governo- r

Lnmpson twenty-three- , an Inercaso
of ono ovor iho official count ns publlshod.

COLUMBUS, Jan. 0. SENATE. Mr. Shaw
offered a resolution of respect to tho memory ol
rrnuk W. Knapp, of Defiance. Messrs. Shaw,
llvan, Sutton, Alexandor and Hoed woro ap-
pointed a committee to net In connection with
n Housn committee, to accompany tho remains
of Mr, Knapp to his late rosldonco and nttond
tho funeral, Mr, Morrison Introduced a bill
providing for tho Australian system ot voting.
Mr. Colo Introduced a bill to authorizo tho Gov-
ernor to appoint a Cannl Commission, to consist
ot Tour persons, two from oach political party,
and to sorvo for two jcars, to continue tho sur-
vey and platting ot property bolonglng to tho
Stnto. Adjourned until

IIousi'.. Bills introducol: Amend Section
TOO so ns to inercaso tho number of trustcos of
county children's homes from threo to five, of
whom two shall bo fomalos; nraend Section 8101
by providing that not mo.--o than one-hal- of tho
names put In a Jury box shall bo taken from
tho dominant political party In any ward or
township: amend Sections 81U7, SIGH nndSKO, so
as to provldo for tho filing of p ccrlltled copy of
tho appraisement of tho estates of decoasod
partners In counties other than where tho part-
nership existed; amend Section KS1 ns amend-
ed, uuthoilzlng trustees and nsslgnccs to sell
leal estate nnd personal property, nnd to com-
promise nny claim duo or owlngto tho assignor;
authorizo commissioners of Warren County to
borrow $00,000, nnd apportion among various
funds to cover defalcation; to provldo for a uni-
form system ot cheap school books; to protect
quail by preventing shipment out of tho Stato
or offering for salo In tho Stuto; making It op-

tional with county officer, ns to publishing re-
ports In German In counties not hnvlng cltlos of
tho first, second n'.id third classes. Adjourned
until Monday.

Colujiuus. Jan. 10. Senate. The Senato
met at 10 o'clock. Prayer was offered by Sena-
tor Pumphrcy. Mr. Alexander ortorod a resolu-
tion granting the use of tho Sonato Chamber to
tho Stato Board of Agrlculturo for Wednesday
next. Adopted. Mr. Von Cleaf offered a reso-
lution granting ten days' pay to tho clerks of
the last Senato for services in instructing the
new clerks ns to their duties, as provided by
law. Adopted. A similar resolution was adopt-
ed for tho benefit of tho Sergcant-at-arm- Tho
Senate adjourned until 10 o'clock Monday morn-
ing.

House Not In session.
Columbus, Jan. 13. Senate. The following

hills wcro introduced: Providing for tho sup-
port of Farmers' Institutes. Providing for the

otler regulation of safe deposit companies.
Mr.Colo offered a resolution of thanks to Lieutenant-

-Governor Lyon for tho courteous and im-
partial and able manner in which ho hns pre-
sided over this body, and that In tho closing
hours othls administration we deslro horeby to
express our kindly appreciation of his uniform
kindness toward tho body over which ho has
so satisfactorily presided. Adopted unani-
mously. Tho Senato then recessed until ono
o'clock, to give tho member? an opportunity to
witness tho Inaugural coremonlos. Tho Senato
met again nt ono o'clock, when Lieutenant-Goernor-ele-

Lampson was conducted to tho
president's stand by tho Senato committoo nnd
the oath of ofllco was administered to him by
JUdgo Spear, of tho Supremo Court. 'The re-
tiring president, Mr. Lyon, then delivered his
farowcll address and Introduced Lieutenant-Governo- r

Lampson, who spoko briefly, aftor
which tho Senate adjourned.

House. On motion of Mr. Hodge, tho joint
resolution protesting against the erection of n
bridgo ovor tho St. CI air river nt Detroit, was
taken from committee and ndopted by a unani-
mous vote. Indoflnlto leave of absence was
granted Mr. Blair, Hop., of Adams County, and
Mr. Taylor, Rep., of Champaign, on account of
sickness. "La grippe." Tho report of tho
Committee on Inauguration Arrangements was
submitted by Mr. Eggcrmnn and accepted. Tho
House then adjourned until 10 o'clock

Columbus, Jan. . Senate. Bills intro-
duced To appropriate $91,Mi04 to pay fortho
publication ot tno proposed amendments; to
prevent deception in tho salo of dulry products.
Bills passed. Houso bill providing for SUO.OOO

Warren County deficiency bonds. Senato bill
authorizing Toledo to sell natural gas bonds at
private sale. Resilutlon offered: For a non-
partisan commission ot four to prepare a bill to
establish tho Australian ballot system. Reso-
lution adopted: S. J. II. asking Congress to
mako liberal appropriations to improve tho
channels nnd hurbors of the groat lakes.

House. Bills Introduced: To secucro tho
flushing ot tiro hydrants in cities of tho second
and third classes; to amend Section 5457 so ns
to except females from tho class privileged
from arrest for debt arising from contract; to
create a Hen on iiorscs or other animals held or
kept by parties other than tho owner; to glvo
preference In employment In Stato departments
to honorably discharged soldiers; to lncrcuso
the number ot directors ot banks other than Na-
tional trom tlvo to eloven; to prevont employ-
ers under Iho y pay act from giving
checks on banks moro than eight miles from
tbo placo of employment; untl-iru- bill. Bills
passed: Houso bill for $100,000 water-work- s

bond at Coshocton; Senato bill authorizing To-
ledo to sell natural gas bonds nt private sale.
Resolution offered for adjournment
beginning Friday, Resolution adopted for a
Joint convention at noon to elect a
Senator. Tho Houso Committees on Corpora-
tions, Ditches, Drains and Water Courses, In-
sano Asylums. Boys Industrial School and Fees
and Salaries wcro appointed.

John Maas was killed at Hamilton,
by a ball from his own pistol. It is not
known whothor it was dono accidentally
or intentionally.

,Ji:iii:miaii Smith, of Morgan County,
has a cat which is known by tho neigh-
bors as "solarspcctrum." From tho tip
of its tail to tho end of his noso thero
aro distributed all tho colors of tho rain-
bow. Its noso shines llko a carbunclo
and thero aro sovoral shades of violot
on tho foro legs.

M. S. Smith, travoling salesman, was
found dead in his room at Lima.

.Tajiks M. Dktihck, a promlnont farm-
er of Logan County, was killed by a fall-
ing troo.

Otto LuuTit, tho young Clovoland
murdoror, sponds his tlmo in tho pon
playing his violin.

A man named Portor and threo horsos
woro drowned In tho rlvor at Stoubon-vill- o.

Tun gonuino Kansas blizzard which
passed through tho vicinity of Lima tho
otlii'f night blow down hundrods of dor-ric-

in tho oil Hold nnd did a great
amount ot dainago to buildings. No
lives aro roportud lost.

Int. J. N. Lkihts, a promlnont phy-
sician of Morrlstown, committed sulcldo
by .shooting lilmsolf with a rovolvor.

Tin: U. S, Court decided that tho law
authorizing Toledo to isstio bonds to
build n city plpo lino is unconstitutional.

At Kttst Lluirpool Mrs. Georgo Chap-
man rushrd through llatnes to s.avo hor
baby Irom tho hunting houso. Tho child
will dlo uud its mother bo dlsllgurcd lor
lifo.

FIFTY-FIRS- T CONGRESS.

First Session.
Washington, .Inn. 8. Senate. Aflcr somo

routine morn'ng business, Mr. Vooi-hco- s called
up tho resolution offered by him In
relation to tho alleged Interferenco by Mr.
Chnmbors. thn U. S. District Attorney nt

to prevent tho nrrost of W. W. Dud-
ley on a charge of violation of th election laws
of Indiana, and proceeded to nddrcss tho Sen-Bt-

Mr, Edmunds offered nn amendment for
tho prcnmbls and resolution, so ns to strllto out
tho preamble nnd mako It readt tho
Attorney General bo nnd hereby Is Instructed
to Inform tho Senato what instructions, If nny,
tho Department of Justice has given to S. N.
Chnmbcrs, District Attorney for tbo District of
Indlann, on tho subject of tho avest of W. W.
Dudloy, or his exemption from arrow ; nnd by
what authority of law any such Instructions
hivo been given, nnd that copies of nil such cor-
respondence bo transmitted to tho Sennto."
Tho amendment wns agreed to by n party voto
(31 to St).

House. Tho House went Ini committoo of
tho whole, Mr Burrows (Mich.) In tho chair,
for tho further consideration of tho District of
Columbia appropriation bill. On a point of or-- d

r by Mr. Atkinson (Pa ), tho clause was
struck from tho bill which requires prlvato
oleclrlo lighting wires to bo plncod under
ground. On a point of order by Mr. Mason
(III.), tho clause was struck out which author-
izes tho commissioners ot tho District to

n license too or twcnty-llv- o dollnrs a yoar
against nny person or corporation for each

o r telephono polo maintain d. Tho
commlttco roso and the bill wns passed. A
bill was Introduced by Mr. Crnln (Tex.), pro-
viding that tho terms of members of Congress
shnll begin on January 1. Adjourned until Fri-
day,

Washington, Jan. n. Senate. The nt

laid before tho Sennto a communica-
tion from Attornov-Genern- l Miller In rosponso
to tho resolution adopted by tho Sennto yester-
day. The Attornej'-Genera- l states that no in-

structions ornl or written, havo been e,lven to
District-Attorne- S. N. Chambers, on tho sub-
ject of tho nrrost of W. W. Dudley. Mr. Dolph,
from tho Commlttco of Commerce, reported
back tho bill for tho construction of a revenuo
cutter for servlco on tho Paolllo Coast; nlso
tho bill to prevent tho obstruction of tho navl-gab-

wnters of tho United States and to pro-
tect public works from trespass. Calendar. On
motion of Mr. Vest, a Joint resolution was passed
appropriating $259,000 for tho removal of ob-

structions to navigation In tho Missouri river,
botween St. Joseph, Mo., nnd tho mouth. Mr.
Davis, ot Minnesota, called up

tho bill appropriating $1,733,000 for tho Im-

provement ot St, Mary's, river. Mich.,' rind
fortho Improvement of Hnv Lako Chan-

nel, Mich. Referred to Commlttco of Com-
merce. Mr. Call called up a resolution direct-
ing tho Secretary of tho Interior to rcrort all
tho ovldenco In tho 'General Land Office rela-tlv- o

to tho swamp lands In Florida, upon which
tho Commissioner of that ofllco based hts
chargo of fraud In tho selection of such lands.
Pending action on tho resolution tlm'Sonato
wont into secret session, and then adjourned
until Monday.

House. Not in session. ,

Washington, Jan. 10. Senate. Not In ses-
sion.

House. After tho announcement of tho death
of Representative Kulley, sullnblo resolutions
wero adopted, ond tho Houso at 12:15 p. m. ad-

journed. Tho resolutions provldo for funeral
bervlces In tho hall of Iho IIouso ut noon to-

morrow.
Washington, Jan. 13. Senate. Mr. Turpla

gave notlco that ho would spoak Wcdnosday
next on tho resolution to. lecognlzo Brazil.
Bills wero reported. A bill to authorizo a rail-
road bridgo across tho Missouri river between
Nebraska and Iowa was passed. Mr. Plumb
addressed tho Senate on the Alaska seal lease,
aftor which ,tho Senate adjourned.

House A bill was reported from tho Silcott
Investigating Commltteo appropriating $75,000
to si.pply tbo deficiency created by tho dcfalca-- .

tlon In tho pay and mileage of tho membors. A
minority report was also submitted. Bills were
introduced under tho call of States. Tho bill
to provldo for town site entries In Oklahoma
was discussed, and nt 3:15 p. in. tho IIouso ad-

journed.
Washington, Jan. 11. Senate. Anion

'tho bills reported trom commltteos and placed
on tho calondnr wero tho following:. To deelaro.
unlawful trusts and combinations In restrain
of trado and production. Authorizing tho pu
chnsri of a site for a building, for tn'cfSuprfim
Court Mr George offered a resolution' In-

structing Commlttco on Finnnco'to inquire into
thp propriety of reducing tho penal bonds re-

quired of manufacturer's of cigars In all cases,
or (at least) whero tho manufacture Is currlod
on by tho manual labor of tho manufacturer.
Rofcrred. Tho resolutions horotofore offored
by Mr. Call, in relation to tho claims of Florida
undor the swamp land grant, nnd In relation to
tho alleged unlawful seleotlon of land in Flor-
ida, wero taken up, aud Mr. Call addressed tho
Senato upon thorn.

House Mr. Bingham (Pa.) Introduced a bill
for marking the lines ot battlo and tho position
ot tho troops ot tho Contedernto Army ot North-
ern Virginia at Gettysburg, Pa. Rcforrf d. Mr.
Perkins (Kas.) moved that tho House go into
commltteo of tho whole for- the consideration of
tho bill to provide fev town slto entries ot lands
In Oklahoma. This was antagonized by Mr.
Adams (111.), who wished tho Houso to constdor
tho Sllcnttmattcr, and the motion was defeated

05 to 07, A general debate ensued on tho prop-
osition to appropriate $75,030 to mako up tho
deficiency. Pending further dobato tho House,
at 5 p. m., adjourned. ;

; . )

News Items.
Two freight trains on tho South Ches-t- or

rallro"'l collided. Enginoor S. ,W.
Slato and Fireman Gibson, of Hollows
Falls, Vt., wore killed, and othors woro
injured.

AitTiiuii S. Kniffkn, tho dontist
whoso wifo was found doad in bed at hor
homo In Tronton, N. J., Friday morn-
ing, mado an ineffectual attompt to com-
mit suicide, on tho 0th, by cutting his
throat and taking poison.

A HKCKivint has beon appointod'for
tho furnltttro houso of It. Dolnmol &
liros. at Chicago. Tho debts amount to

300,000 and tho assots to about $200,000,
Wiiilu sufforlng from influenza, Honry

Kloin, a Franco-Prussia- n votoran,
sought his wife's gravo in a Long Island
cemetery, and blow his head off with a.
gun.

Six Treasurers, of Colorado,
havo boon sued for about S100,000 oach,
to recover intorost on tho State's nionoy
thoy had loanod to banks.

Jamiis VT. IIustiU) has boon named
by tho llopubllcan caucus as Speaker of
tho Now York Houso of Koprosonta-tlvo- s.

It Will bo his sixth term.
A hot spring, whoso wators havo val-

uablo medical properties, has beon dis-
covered on tho shoro of Lako Garda, ono
of tho most popular of Italian rosorts.

CitAs. Ghay was run ovor by a shift-
ing onglno near CoaL Valloy, "W,

. Va.,
and had both his logs cut off. Ho died.

A South Carolina mob assaulted a
British subject and his wifo, and' tho
easo will bo laid boforo Sir Julian Paun-cofot- o,

who will confer with Secrotary
lilaino.

At 'Wllllamsport, Pa., Mrs. liohart
frolicked with hor mothor. A shotgun
thrown to tho floor was discharged. Tho
load toro a holo two Incites long through
Mrs. llohart's breast.

A l'ltoi-osiTio- has boon mado in tho
Virginia Houso of Dulcgatos to rovlvo
whipping as a modo ot punishment for
potty thieves.

Dan McLban was acquitted, at
Groonvillo, Miss., of tho murd.Qcu( two
mon named Aston and Lovi.


